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On a mission to reach Eastern Kentucky and our world for Jesus Christ

A Message from the D.S.

In my June annual report to the district assembly and in my August newsletter column, | sug-
gested that local churches are the real C.0.R.E. of ministry, and the C.O.R.E. is reflected in the following
ways. C-onnecting, O-utreach, R-esponsibility, and E-ngaging God. Over the last three months, C-
onnecting, O-utreach, and R-esponsibility were the themes. Though the other three are significant and
essential, they are no substitute for E-ngaging God.

A lot has been written recently about “experiencing” or “encountering” God. I'm all for that!
Whether during the prayer time, worship, preaching, or testimonies, there’s nothing more thrilling than
when God shows up at church in a profoundly supernatural way. | specifically chose the words,
“engaging God’, however, to infer that which goes much deeper and is more lasting than being temporar-
ily “moved” or “stirred” by Him. By “engaging God’, | mean the total change or transformation that far
outlives an emotional encounter. It literally changes EVERYTHING, and it lasts!

A reluctant Moses is never the same after his engagement with God at the burning bush as well
as later on Mt. Sinai. An otherwise timid |saiah is emboldened by his engagement with God while in a
vision of heavenly worship (Isaiah 6). Elijah, Gideon, Sampson, David, and the prophets all had life
changing, redirecting engagements with God. Common and ordinary men and women became super-
charged disciples of Jesus following Pentecost. St. Paul is blinded by the Light and knocked off his high
horse while on his way to do his religious duty. He was never the same afterward. On and on the stories
go in the Book of Acts, and in the newly founded churches that spread like wildfire. We also have a 2000
year history of similar revivals and visitations of God that literally changed the course of history. All these
events have one thing in common. One day God showed up, and the people of God responded with a
resounding, YES! “Yes, God, whatever you want me to do; wherever you want me to go; however much
it will cost me, my answer is 100% YES to You!” It literally changes everything, and it lasts!

C-onnecting, O-utreach, and R-esponsibility are significant and essential to the Church, but
they are no substitute for E-ngaging God. We can go as deep, high and wide with God as we want to go.
It's simply a matter of saying, “YES" to Him. When we get up in the morning, our lives start with a “yes.”
Whether on the mountain or in the valley, it's a resounding “yes.” Whether we feel adequate or not, it's a
big “yes.” Whether or not we have the resources for a task, it's a faith-filled “yes.” God can do more with
our “yes” than anything else we could ever offer Him. It would change everything, and it would last!

District Calendar

Dec 20—Christmas Sun-
day

Dec 25—Merry Chrisi-
mas!

Dec 30—District NYI
Lock-in, Ashland, KY
YMCA

Dec 31—New Year's Eve

Jan 1—Happy New Year

Jan 2-3—IMPACT Rally
Jan 9—Teen Bible

Quiz—Bluegrass Games

Jan 14—District Advi-
sory Board Meeting

Jan 16—Children’s Quiz

Jan 23—Slam Dunks &
Slices at MVNU

Jan 29-30—District NYI
Winter Retreat
(Tentative)

Feb 5-6—Little Sibs
Weekend at MVNU

Feb 6-7—IMPACT Rally

Feb 13-15—Clergy Kids
Retreat hosted by MVNU

Feb 14—Valentine’s Day
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Join the Engage
Magazine page on Facebook

Mission Connection Magazine, visit
WWW.NAZARENE.ORG/SUBSCRIBER.ASPX
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FACEBOOK FAN OF
ENGAGE MAGAZINE

To subscribe to Engage Magazine and/or COST: $1,500

clear call to be a missionary

WHAT: A mission trip/training camp with global
mission representatives and missionaries

WHEN: June 18-27, 2010

WHERE: El Faro campground of the gulf coast of
Guatemala (WWW.MISSIONELFARO.ORG)

WHY: To begin to prepare students for mission
service

MORE INFORMATION: Contact Jewell Tucker—

You CAN CHANGE A LIFE
FOREVER

Nazarene Compassionate
Ministries (NCM) partners with
local Churches of the Nazarene worldwide to
educate, clothe, shelter, feed, heal and show

Jesus to people around the world.

Continue to help NCM by

+ Taking an offering to provide
compassionate help for worldwide
disasters.

¢ Sponsoring a child for just $25 per month.
2,000 children are waiting on sponsors.

¢ Preparing and sending Crisis Care Kits and
School Pal-Paks.

NAZARENE COMPASSIONATE MINISTRIES
WWW.NCM.COM

jewelltucker @yahoo.com—859.356.7583 or
GenNext@Nazarene.org

Application deadline is January 15, 2010
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Nazarene Youth International

Roger Bonzo, President Diane Ruby, Treasurer

819 Ste. Rte. | 341 léth St.

Greenup, KY 41144 Ashland, KY 41101
606-473-9784 606-329-2163; cell: 606-465-2050
Rdbonzo@zoominternet.net aabr@windstream.net

nazarene youth international

DISTRICT LOCK-IN CALENDAR

Dec. 20 Christmas Sunday
Dec. 25 Christmas day (friday)
December 30th Dec. 30 District Lockin
(Ashland YMCA)

Jan 2-3 2010 District Impact Weekend
10 pm - 5 am Jan. 09 Teen Quiz

(Bluegrass Games)

A S h l an d A rea YM C A Jan. 23 Slam Dunks & Slices

MVNU
Sign In / Registration 10:15-10:45pm Jan 29-30 iKD Wnter Retreat
enative

$25 Gets you all the Goodies Feb 67 Impact Weekend
Feb 13-15 Clergy Kids Retreat
Inflatables, swimming, tournaments, free stuff, food, student led wor- | |Feb15 MVNYou Visit Day

ship, MVNU, tons of fun! Ir’s & Sr’s
Feb 27 EKD Teen Quiz

We will need a copy of your church insurance for the YMCA

Direct questions to: jerrodcovert@gmail.com

The Duck & the devil

There was a little boy visiting his grandparents On their farm. He was given

. . : o . ?
a slingshot to play with out in the woods. He practiced in the woods, but he Having @ Special Event??:
could never hit the target. Getting a little discouraged, he headed back for Let us tedll_ﬂ}e :‘;‘”’l‘l
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dinner. As he was walking back he saw Grandma's pet duck. Just out of
impulse, he let the slingshot fly, hit the duck square in the head, and killed it.
He was shocked and grieved. In a panic, he hid the dead duck in the wood pile,
only to see his sister watching! Sally had seen it all, but she said nothing.

After lunch the next day Grandma said, "Sally, let's wash the dishes." But Sally
said, "Grandma, Johnny told me he wanted to help in the kitchen. Then she
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whispered to him, "Remember the duck? So Johnny did the dishes.

Later that day, Grandpa asked if the children wanted to go fishing and Grandma said, "I'm sorry but

I need Sally to help make supper.” Sally just smiled and said," Well that's all right because Johnny told me he
wanted to help." She whispered again, "Remember the duck?" So Sally went fishing and Johnny stayed to help.
After several days of Johnny doing both his chores and Sally’s, he finally couldn't stand it any longer. He came
to Grandma and confessed that he had killed the duck. Grandma knelt down, gave him a hug, and said,
"Sweetheart, I know. You see, I was standing at the window and saw the whole thing, but because I love you, I

forgave you. I was just wondering how long you would let Sally make a slave of you."

Luke 2:11 - for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

Merry Christmas!!!







