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On a mission to reach Eastern Kentucky and our world for Jesus Christ

A Message from the D.S.

In my June annual report to the district assembly and in my August newsletter column, |
suggested that local churches are the real C.0.R.E. of ministry, and the C.O.R.E. is reflected in the
following vision: C-onnecting, O-utreach, R-esponsibility, and E-ngaging God.

Beyond the faithfulness of the Holy Spirit, there are two basic human efforts that can help
our local churches grow. The obvious one is evangelism/outreach, and more will be written about
that next month. The other is finding ways to retain the people we already have, or “assimilating”
them into the life of the church. It's a known fact that people are likely to remain in our churches if
they both sense God'’s presence in the services, and if they make meaningful relationships. If one
or the other is missing, people are eventually likely to move on to another church. In other words,
we ALL have the basic needs to connect with God and with others.

Most churches believe that they are friendly and loving. In many cases, however, what they
mean is that they are welcoming and “cordial.” At church, they cordially smile, are kind, and shake
hands with others frequently. That's so important, but it's not the same as a meaningful relation-
ship. Meaningful means that others are included in our circles of friends not just at church, but we
let them into our lives all week long. We invite them to our homes, activities, fellowships, and par-
ties. We sit together in church and at potluck dinners. We include them when we go for burgers or
pizza after church services. We laugh & cry together, listen to & pray for each other, and mutually
care deeply for one another. If we are not INTENTIONAL about doing this, it just won't happen.
People that are naturally outgoing will make connections on their own. For the majority of the rest,
it's WE that need to include THEM. Circles of friends can develop denominationally, on the district
or zones, and in local churches. This is very important — NO denominational leader, pastor, person,
or church should have ever have to stand alone!

So, where do we start? We simply look around. We develop eyes to see those that are
isolated. Is anyone alone? Who may need a friend? Who's going through a difficult time? Who
doesn't have family in the area? Have we noticed anyone else’s attendance start to slip? Are there
people with similar interests as ours? Who could we introduce to others that have similar interests?
Isolated prey is easy pickins for satan. Absolutely NO person with a connection to our churches
should ever have to stand alone. Meaningful connections — We ALL need them!

District Calendar

Sept 25-26—Regional Work
& Withess Retreat, Colum-
bus, OH

Oct 4-6—Holiness Sum-
mit—Ashland, at Daystar TV
Studio, Ashland, KY

Oct 22—LEAP Seminar at
MVNU

Oct 24—District SDMI
Oct 10—District Men’s Min-

Sept 25-27—EKD Fall Teen
Retreat, Mt. Hope Camp

Sept 27—Adult Sunday

Sept 28—MVNYou Visit Day
for High School Srs at MVNU

Oct 1-31—Pastor Apprecia-
tion Month

istry Golf Scramble, Mays-
ville, KY

Oct 12—MVNYou Visit day,
Jrs and Srs, MVNU

Oct 17—District NYI Teen
Quiz

Board Meeting

Oct 31—District Camp
Board Mtg, 9:00 AM, Flem-
ingsburg

Oct 31—District Advisory
Bd. Mtg, 12 PM, Flemings-
burg




EKD SETS RECORD FOR FOURTH TIME IN DISTRICT’S HISTORY

100% PARTICIPATION IN
ALABASTER GIVING

4 Years in a Row

SEPTEMBER IS ALABASTER MONTH—LET’S DO IT AGAIN EKD!
EVERY CHURCH PARTICIPATING IN ALABASTER
LAST YEAR, ALABASTER BUILT 5 PROJECTS EVERY WEEK

EAST CENTRAL REGION
WORK & WITNESS

o | DOLE?
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The brand is not
important. Just
| ) send banana

: boxes filled with
Crisis Care Kits. Directions for Crisis Care Kits:

i

September 25-26, 2009
Shepherd Church of the

Nazarene
Columbus. Ohio | WWW.NCM.ORG /ACT /DISASTERRESPONSE / CCK
’

Carla Sunberg,

You must pre-register
for this event. NAZARENE

Contact Gaylan Good COMPASSIONATE

or WWW.WWMVNU.ORG MINISTRIES

SAVE THE DATE PARTICIPATES IN
EKD NMI Convention Unibed Way WORKPLACE

June 21-22,2010 CAMPAIGN
GIVING THROUGH THE UNITED
WAY AND THE COMBINED
FEDERAL CAMPAIGN. You can
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Nazarene Missions International | | <guribue o e Unied Vay—

designate NCM, Inc on donor

cards -
Lola Brickey, President Howard Slibeck, Treasurer #2018 or to
PO Box 2183 100 Sunset Court the Combined [ "
Ashland, KY 41105-2183 Ashland, KY 41101 Federal
606-325-3455 606-329-1969 c .
LNBRICKEY@HOTMAILCOM  HSLIBECK @ROADRUNNER.COM ampaigns—

CFC #11735.







