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On a mission to reach Eastern Kentucky and our world for Jesus Christ

A Message from the D.S.

Happy New Year! How many times have we exchanged those three words over the last couple of weeks?
Unfortunately for those who are lonely, the word “happy” may seem like nothing more than a fairy tale.

An article entited Loneliness Spreads Like a Virus was published in December, 2009, on
LiveScience.com. According to that article, new research has found some interesting facts about loneli-
ness. Paraphrasing, we're fundamentally a social species so we need others with whom we can cooperate
and work. “Unfortunately, a lonely person that anticipates others are going to act negatively toward them
finds evidence in their environment for that, partly because they anticipate it and partly because they elicit
it....People with few friends are more likely to become lonelier over time, which then makes it less likely that
they will attract or try to form new social ties. Such friendless individuals end up on the outskirts of their
social networks.” Because loneliness can spread to others, the article concludes that “Society may benefit
by aggressively targeting the people in the periphery to help repair their social networks and to create a
protective barrier against loneliness that can keep the whole network from unraveling.”

The cold winter months are some of the loneliest for those who become intentionally or unintention-
ally isolated. Because the lonely often move quietly to the fringe, we may not even notice their absence.
I'd like to challenge you during January through March: Adopt someone you think may be lonely! DON'T
ask if they’re lonely, and certainly don’t do anything to call attention to it. If you suspect someone is lonely,
however, simply go out of your way to include them in your social network. Look around you. Do you know
any elderly? Recent widows or widowers? Recent divorcees? The unemployed? The grieving? Some-
one without family in the area? Someone recovering from an illness? Someone who has been missing
recently? Also, don't overlook the shy, the poor, the downhearted, and even the unlovable? Why not invite
them to dinner, shopping, a show, or to social gatherings? Visit, call, text, email, twitter, or send a card to
them. Not just once, but do these things over a three-month period. You're also not likely to forget
this person if you pray for them everyday. Can you imagine the difference you may make in someone’s life
over three months? It just may make a difference in you. It could make a difference in your family, your
church, even in your workplace.

The lonely are not likely to seek us out. We must go to them! Take a minute right now and think of
someone (or more) that may be lonely and go out of your way to “love them through the winter.” Write their
name or hames down so you don't forget them. You just may make someone’s New Year very “happy.”

District Calendar

Jan 16—District Chil-
dren’s Bible Quiz

Jan 23—District Camp
Board Meeting and Advi-

sory Board Meeting @ Mt.

Hope Camp;
Slam Dunks and Slices @
MVNU

Feb 6-7—District NYI
Winter Ski Retreat and

IMPACT Rally

Feb 13-15—Clergy Kids
Retreat at Kalahari Re-
sort, Sandusky, OH—
hosted by MVNU

Feb 14—Valentine’s Day

Feb 20—District Ministe-

rial Credentials Board
and Ministerial Studies
Board Meeting at Mt.

Sterling Church;
District Children’s Bible

Quiz
Feb 27—District NMI1

Council Meeting;
District Teen Quiz

Feb 28-Mar 6—
Nazarene World Week of

Prayer

Mar 6-7—IMPACT Rally
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Praying — Pray for our missionaries and the
world wide missionary program of the
Church of the Nazarene.

Discipling—Involving children and youth in
local and global mission

Giving—Paying the World Evangelism Fund
in full

Educating—Participating in each of the four
categories
o NMI missions books/tapes/CDs

e Mission service projects and/or hands
on missions activities

e Missions speakers

e Multimedia missions resources and/or
missions publications /communications

PRAY FOR THE EKD
WORK & WITNESS
TEAMS MINISTERING IN
ARIZONA IN JANUARY

PASTORS, there is still time 'ro\
earn the EKD PASTORS
READING AWARD. To earn
the award you must read or
listen to 6 missionary
, reading books and be
present in the NMI Convention
when the awards are presented.
Please let your NMI president know
when you have completed 6 booksj

CONNECTION ARE ONLINE

AND E-MAIL ONLY. They may
be accessed at Www.NAZARENEMISSIONS.ORG
These items
are no longer
sent to each
local church.

(OK&T! GLOBAL GLIMPSES & MISSION

BECOME A
FACEBOOK FAN OF
ENGAGE MAGAZINE
AND WORLD MISSION BROADCAST

Join the Engage Magazine and the World
Mission Broadcast pages on Facebook

To subscribe to Engage Magazine and/or
Mission Connection Magazine, visit
WWW.NAZARENE.ORG / SUBSCRIBER.ASPX

MAKING SUMMER PLANS?
PLAN ON ATTENDING THE EKD NMI CONVENTION
JUNE 21-22, 2010

Nazarene Missions International

Lola Brickey, President
PO Box 2183

Ashland, KY 41105-2183
606.325.3455
LNBRICKEY@HOTMAIL.COM

100 Sunset Court
Ashland, KY 41101
606.329.1969

Howard Slibeck, Treasurer

HSLIBECK@ROADRUNNER.COM
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Roger Bonzo, President

819 Ste. Rte. |

Greenup, KY 41144
606-473-9784
Rdbonzo@zoominternet.net

Diane Ruby, Treasurer
34| |6th St.
Ashland, KY 41101

aabr@windstream.net

606-329-2163; cell: 606-465-2050

Nazarene Youth International

nazarene youth international

East Central Region NYI Scholarship

for Fall 2010
The purpose of the East Central Region NYT Scholarship is to provide a one-time financial
award to a qualified student entering as a freshman at Mount Vernon Nazarene University.
The East Central Region consists of all Churches of the Nazarene in Ohio, on the Eastern
Kentucky, and both West Virginia districts. It is the intent of the ECR NYT Council to en-
courage and motivate young people to pursue Christian higher education at our regional
university through this scholarship.
Award requirements:
¢ The student must be a professed Christian and is actively living out their faith.
¢ The student must be a member of NYT at a local church on the East Central Region who
has been a regular attendee in an East Central Region Church of the Nazarene for the past
six months. Regular attendance is defined as attending at least two-thirds of Sunday School
(or local church’s equivalent), Sunday morning worship, and weekly youth group service
meetings.
¢ The student plans to enter the freshman year at MVNU, pursuing any academic program
that leads to an undergraduate baccalaurcate degree.

Criteria considered for the scholarship award:

Acceptance for admission* for the Fall 2010 semester at MVNU.

Submission of the scholarship application by the deadline, as stated.

Signature of pastor or youth pastor to verify application.

Outstanding involvements in local, district and regional NYI ministries.

A record of service to others.

An exemplary academic performance in high school.

A written essay entitled: Why a Christian education at MVNU?

Financial need as established by completing the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Stu-
dent Aid) at http://www fafsa.ed.gov/ .

For more information on applying for admission to MVNU and filing the FAFSA,
call 1-866-GO2MVNU

Please submit your application and essay by mail to:
Bruce Oldham
Vice President for Enrollment Management
Mount Vernon Nazarene University
800 Martinsburg Road
Mount Vernon, OH 43030
For consideration, all materials must be received by February 28, 2010.

First EKD NYI Lockin
Huge Success

75 teens and several adults converged on the Ashland
YMCA Wednesday night December 30th for the first and
hopefully not the last district lockin. Thanks to coordi-
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CALENDAR
Jan. 09 Teen Quiz
(Bluegrass Games)
Jan. 23 Slam Dunks & Slices
MVNU
Feb 6-7 EKD Winter Retreat
Impact Weekend
Feb 13-15 Clergy Kids Retreat
Feb 15 MVNYou Visit Day
Jr’s & Sr’s
Feb 27 EKD Teen Quiz
Feb 28 MVNU / NYT Scholarship
Application Deadline
Mar 6-7 IMPACT Rally
Mar 20 EKD NYT nominating /
budget / council mtg.
@
Perfect North Slopes
February 6-7, 2010
Info at www.ekdnyi.org
Applications & Registration materi-
als have been mailed to your church.
Direct questions to Tracy & Allan
Krebs @
krebscrckt7@aol.com
859-485-6833
(0]
NEED FORMS /INF

Check us out

nator Jerrod Covert, Leah Ralston (speaker) the Mays-
ville Naz. praise & worship band for the music. Also a
big thanks to all the adults who went sleepless and of
course to the greatest teens anywhere in the world.

Luke 2:10
“Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you the most
Jjoyful news ever announced, and it is for everyone!







