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On a mission to reach Eastern Kentucky and our world for Jesus Christ

A Message from the D.S.

I've long been an advocate of the Church Growth Movement. To me growing a strong and
healthy church is the heart of accomplishing the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20). Unfortu-
nately, the mega-church (churches with attendance over 1,000) has been touted as the ONLY model for
doing that. | disagree! A couple of years ago, | visited Southeast Christian Church in Louisville, KY (That
Christmas Sunday, they had almost 60,000 people in attendance). | must say, | was impressed! | must
also say that | was enlightened. When proportionately comparing several statistical categories from their
bulletin to the combined total of our district statistics in those categories, | was surprised and delighted to
discover that we pretty much matched them pound for pound in strength and health (proportionately).

This has led me to conclude that the combined total of many smaller churches can still be a church
growth movement. We need to stop apologizing that our district is primarily made up of churches in smaller
towns with limited populations. No, we can't offer the large scale programs that mega-churches can; how-
ever, the strength of the smaller church is “personal touch.” We can throw our arms wide open and em-
brace people with love and acceptance. Including what God does, personal touch will still grow strong and
healthy churches, and compassion is essential to that.

Althea Taylor hit the nail on the head in her article entitled, “Compassion — The Essence of Christlike-
ness” (MissionStrategy.org Magazine, Summer, 2007). As you probably know, the mission statement of
the Church of the Nazarene is “to make Christ-like disciples in the nations.” Althea says that “any definition
of Christ-likeness must include the compassion that characterized Jesus' ministry.” In this context, “it is
clear that compassion is more than just general kindness or tenderheartedness....The solidarity expressed
in compassion is not a bending down towards the underprivileged from a position of privilege, it is not
reaching from lofty positions to those who are less fortunate, it is not having pity nor sympathy for those
who simply couldn’t make it. Compassion is not something we do but it is a call to become. Itis a call to
incarnational living. When we become compassionate, the natural overflow of our lives will result in acts of
compassion....To be Christ-like is to not only embrace compassion, it is to embody compassion. We can-
not make Christ-like disciples in the nations without compassion becoming essential to who we are.”

The observation, “He had compassion on them,” was a common phrase that followed Jesus’ every-
where he went. It wasn't a program. He embodied it. It was a lifestyle. It was the Master's touch. 1t 1S the
personal touch! There's a world of wounded and broken people looking for a place where they will be em-
braced with compassion. s your church like that? Are you?

District Calendar

Apr 22-23—Breakaway at
MVNU

Apr 24—District Camp
Board Mtg. at Mt. Hope, 9

AM; District Advisory Board

Mtg., 12 PM

Apr 29—"Festival of Joy”
for PrimeTimers @ MVNU

May 1—District Nominat-
ing Committee at Mt. Ster-

ling; 9:30 AM

May 6-8—Regional Teen
Bible Quiz at MVNU

May 9—Mother’s Day

May 14—Annual Pastor
Reports due in District Of-
fice; NMI Reports due;
All remaining Budget Pay-
ments due

May 21-22—MVNU Trus-

tee Mtg. and Graduation

May 23—Global Day of
Prayer

May 29—District Finance
Committee Mtg. at Mt.
Sterling; 9:30 AM

May 31—Memorial Day

Jun 10-12—Regional
BLAST at MVNU




Don’t Miss the EKD

Work & Witness Retreat EKD WORK &

WITNESS RETREAT
Friday, April 16, 2010
Carter Caves State Park

George Sisler
Work & Witness

Heart, Many Hands

$15 per Person for
Retreat & Buffet

Contact Gaylan

Good to register

606-435-0051
GSGOOD@MIS.NET

THE RETREAT IS FOR ALL INTERESTED IN
MISSIONS, NOT JUST THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN
ON WORK & WITNESS TRIPS.

AN EVENING FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

KIDZ MisSSIONS RALLY

Sunday, June 20—7:00 p.m.
Ashland First Church Children's Dept

Children, age 4—®6th grade are invited to
come see, hear; taste, feel and touch
missions.

Nursery provided birth—age 4
Bring the entire family for an evening of

worship, learning and fun
Sponsored by NMI, NYI, and SDMI

NMI Convention—June 21-22

CHILDREN’S MISSION DAY
May 15

Run The Amazing Race at the
Cincinnati Zoo

Maps for The Amazing Race, just like the
television show, will be available from 9-11
am at the zoo’s Main Entrance. Answer
clues and find the animals representing the
seven world regions of the Church of the
Nazarene. After finding the animals,
complete a fun task to receive your next
clue. The only cost is admission to the zoo.
Tickets must be purchased online to receive
group pricing. //TICKETS.CINCINNATIZOO.ORG/
DEFAULT.ASP Type in NAZARENE to receive
your discount. Ages 2-12—$7, adults—$8,
seniors (62+) - $7, parking - $4. Lunch will
feature missionary Greg Taylor from the
Philippines in the Safari Lodge (bring or buy
your lunch on site).

ATTENTION NMI PRESIDENTS & PASTORS

All missionary monies must be submitted by
May 15 in order to be included in reports
used during the NMI convention.

Also, all NMI reports which will be mailed to
each president in mid-April, must be returned
by May 15. Every church MUST submit a
NMI report. If you have questions, please
call or email Diane Ruby, NMI Secretary -
AABR@WINDSTREAM.NET - 606-465-2050

ONE HEART
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Nazarene Missions International

Lola Brickey, President
PO Box 2183

Ashland, KY 41105-2183
606.325.3455
LNBRICKEY@HOTMAIL.COM

100 Sunset Court
Ashland, KY 41101
606.329.1969

Howard Slibeck, Treasurer

HSLIBECK@ROADRUNNER.COM
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CoLuMBUsS, OHIO
Join with fellow
Nazarenes and

impact Columbus,

Ohio this summer.

July 25-30, 2010







